
High School Summer Reading List 
 

 

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 
by Betty Smith 

The story of a young sensitive girl who grows up in the slums of 
Brooklyn and is transformed by reading. 

 

 

 

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius 
by Dave Eggers 

A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius tells the story of how 
Dave Eggers’ parents died of cancer within five weeks of each other 
and left Dave and his siblings in the custody of their seven year old 
brother, Toph. Dave tells his story with his trademark satire dripping 
from every word, allowing the reader to follow him on the ride from 

total irresponsibility to maturity and acceptance. This memoir is 
heartbreaking, leaving the reader touched and yet strangely amused. 
 

 

Don Quixote 
by Miguel de Cervantes 

 
Don Quixote has become so entranced by reading romances, that he 
determines to become a knight-errant himself. In the company of his 

faithful squire, Sancho Panza, his exploits blossom in all sorts of 
wonderful ways. While Quixote's fancy often leads him astray - he tilts 
at windmills, imagining them to be giants - Sancho acquires cunning 
and a certain sagacity. Sane madman and wise fool, they roam the 

world together, and together they have haunted readers' imaginations 
for nearly 400 years. 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4953.A_Heartbreaking_Work_of_Staggering_Genius?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/4953.A_Heartbreaking_Work_of_Staggering_Genius?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3836.Don_Quixote?from_search=true


 

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies 
by Jared Diamond 

In its sweep, Guns, Germs, and Steel encompasses the rise of 
agriculture, technology, writing, government, and religion, providing a 

unifying and intriguing theory of human history. 
 

 

 

 

Behind the Barbed Wire 
by Chester M. Biggs Jr. 

So far in the book the compound where the main character is from is 
surrounded by Chinese soldiers. Because of little communication and 
people, the camps surrendered and was taken over by the chinese(Up 

to pg.30). Yes I enjoy the book but at times it can be boring. 
 

 

 

In Sunshine and in Shadow: We Remember Them: A 

Memoir 
by Dr. Vera H. Goodkin 

A Holocaust survivor herself, Dr. Goodkin honors the memories and 
reflections of the victims of this horrific period in world history. 

 

 

 

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World That Can't Stop 

Talking 
by Susan Cain 

At least one-third of the people we know are introverts. They are the 
ones who prefer listening to speaking; who innovate and create but 
dislike self-promotion; who favor working on their own over working 
in teams. It is to introverts—Rosa Parks, Chopin, Dr. Seuss, Steve 

Wozniak—that we owe many of the great contributions to society. In 
Quiet, Susan Cain argues that we dramatically undervalue introverts 

and shows how much we lose in doing so. She charts the rise of the Extrovert Ideal 
throughout the twentieth century and explores how deeply it has come to permeate our 

culture. Passionately argued, superbly researched, and filled with indelible stories of 
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1861504.In_Sunshine_and_in_Shadow?ac=1&from_search=true
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real people, Quiet has the power to permanently change how we see introverts and, 
equally important, how they see themselves. 

 

 

Boy 
by Roald Dahl 

How Roald was the son of a very successful man that married two 
women. Roald Dahl was from the second wife (his father married a 
second woman because he was left a widower). Roald went to a 

kindergarten and his dad died so his mom sold their big house and 
bought a smaller house not far away. Roald then went to a Catholic 

school. 
 

 

Eat, Pray, Love 
by Elizabeth Gilbert 

Elizabeth talks about where her life went wrong, her unhappy 
marriage and the fact that she doesn't want to have a baby, even 

though people are pressuring her to feel like she needs to. 
 

 

 

 

Invisible Man 
by Ralph Ellison 

Nightmare journey across the racial divide. It tells unparalled truths 
about the nature of bigotry and its effects on the minds of both 

victims and perpetrators. 
 

 

 

 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6667.Boy?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/19501.Eat_Pray_Love?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/16981.Invisible_Man?ac=1&from_search=true


 

 

 

On Writing 
by Stephen King 

My book is on Stephen King and how his life experiences affected 
his writing ways. I am towards the middle of the book and what he 
talks about is his family life and how that had an effect on him, as 
well as a car accident he was in that has affected the way that he 

writes. 
 

 

 

Slaughterhouse Five 
by Kurt Vonnegut 

Absurdist classic that follows a man who becomes unstuck in time 
after he is abducted by aliens. 

 

 

 

 

The Bell Jar 
by Sylvia Plath 

Shocking, realistic and intensely emotional novel about a woman 
falling into the grip of insanity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memoir: A Long Way Gone 
by Ismaeh Beah 

This book is about a boy soldier who witnesses war. The author of this 
book is Ishmael Beah. He was a boy soldier, and a survivor of this 
war. When reading this book, we can feel the situation and mindset 

the people go through. It shows how the whole surrounding changed 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10569.On_Writing?ac=1&from_search=true
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from calm to a panicking situation. We can feel the fear in the minds of people, and this 
feeling makes this book interesting. 

 

 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
by William Kamkwamba 

A boy in a small town in central Malawi has to build a windmill to 
survive a famine in his village. I like this book so far since the author 

describes his home and beliefs so well. 
 

 

 

 

The Color Purple 
by Alice Walker 

This story focuses on the lives of two sisters in rural 1930s Georgia 
addressing issues including their marginalized positions in society. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hobbit 
by  J.R.R. Tolkien 

Introduces the hobbit Bilbo Baggins, the wizard Gandolph, Gollum, 
and the spectacular world of Middle Earth. It recounts the adventures 

of a reluctant hero, a powerful and dangerous ring, and a cruel 
dragon. 

 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11735875-the-boy-who-harnessed-the-wind?ac=1&from_search=true
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http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/656983.J_R_R_Tolkien


 

The Lord of the Rings Series 
by John Steinbeck 

Fantasy epic set the framework upon which all epic quest fantasy 
since has been built. 

 

 

 

 

 

We Were Liars 

by E. Lockhart 

A beautiful and distinguished family. A private island. A brilliant, 
damaged girl; a passionate, political boy. 

A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns 
destructive. A revolution. An accident. A secret. Lies upon lies. True 
love. The truth.We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense 

novel from New York Times bestselling author, National Book 
Award finalist, and Printz Award honoree E. Lockhart.  

 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath 
by John Steinbeck 

Tells the story of one Oklahoma farm family driven from their 
homestead and forced to travel west. They learn the hard realities 

of an America divided into haves and have-nots. 
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