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REALISTIC FICTION 

Creech, Sharon 
Absolutely Normal Chaos 900L  240 pgs 
Thirteen-year-old Mary Lou grows up quickly during the summer while learning about romance, 
homesickness, death, and her cousin's search for his biological father.  
book trailer      meet the author 
 
Schmidt, Gary D. 
Okay for Now  850L  368 pgs (historical fiction) 
Fourteen-year-old Doug Swieteck faces many challenges, including an abusive father, a brother 
traumatized by Vietnam, suspicious teachers and police officers, and isolation, but when he meets 
a girl known as Lil Spicer, he develops a close relationship with her and finds a safe place at the 
local library.   book trailer    author site  
 
Weeks, Sarah 
So B. It  860L  256 pgs 
Although she lives an unconventional lifestyle with her mentally disabled mother and their doting 
neighbor, Bernadette, Heidi has a lucky streak that has a way of pointing her in the right direction. 
When a mysterious word in her mother′s vocabulary begins to haunt her, Heidi′s thirst for the truth 
leads her on a cross-country journey in search of the secrets of her past. book trailer    author site  

 

Van Draanen,Wendelin 
The Running Dream  HL(high/low) 650L  352 pgs 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to school with 
a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle her dream of running 
again.    book trailer    about the author  
 
 
Vernick, Audrey 
Screaming at the Ump  Grades 5-9  272 pgs 
Twelve-year-old Casey lives with his father and grandfather at their family-run umpire school, and 
as he deals with middle school and his mother's unwelcome return, he stumbles on a sensational 
story that has him questioning his dream of becoming a journalist.  about the author  
 
 
Mike Lupica   
Million Dollar Throw  960L  256 pgs 
Eighth-grade star quarterback Nate Brodie's family is feeling the stress of the troubled economy, 
and Nate is frantic because his best friend Abby is going blind, so when he gets a chance to win a 
million dollars if he can complete a pass during the halftime of a New England Patriots game, he is 
nearly overwhelmed by the pressure to succeed.    book trailer     author site 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrmO33h7XRM
http://www.sharoncreech.com/meet-sharon-creech
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7q-Y29gg50
http://www.hmhbooks.com/schmidt/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jLG2wEP860
http://sarahweeks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bAV5ActuNUU
http://www.randomhousekids.com/brand/sammy-keyes/about-the-author/
http://www.audreyvernick.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpPa_I-XbP8
http://www.mikelupicabooks.com/


  
 
Kinsella, Sophia 
Finding Audrey  HL540L  286 pages 

Audrey wears dark glasses all the time, even in the house. She almost never goes out, doesn’t talk 
to new people, and finds making eye contact to be nearly impossible. But then one day she meets 
Linus. Linus is her brother’s friend and a sensitive spirit with whom she can talk through her 
fears. He makes her laugh and doesn’t leave her feeling like she’s being judged. As their 
friendship deepens, Audrey’s recovery gains momentum, and she and Linus begin to develop 
feelings for each other. But how can they have a future together when Audrey hasn’t dealt with 
her past? And how could anyone ever love her once they’ve seen her at her worst?    
book trailer      author site  

 
Shusterman, Neal 
The Schwa was Here  790L   240 pages 

They say his clothes blend into the background, no matter where he stands. They say a lot of 
things about the Schwa, but one thing’s for sure: no one ever noticed him. Except me. My name 
is Antsy Bonano, and I was the one who realized the Schwa was “functionally invisible” and used 
him to make some big bucks. But I was also the one who caused him more grief than a friend 
should. So if you all just shut up and listen, I’ll tell you everything there is to know about the 
Schwa, from how he got his name, to what really happened with his mom. I’ll spill everything. 
Unless, of course, “the Schwa Effect” wipes him out of my brain before I’m done.   
book trailer     Author talks about how he got the idea for the book  

 
Sonnenblick, Jordan 
Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie   940L  208 pages 

He plays drums in the All-City Jazz Band (whose members call him the Peasant), has a crush on 
the hottest girl in school (ho doesn't even know he's alive), and is constantly annoyed by his 
younger brother, Jeffrey (who is cuter than cute - which is also pretty annoying). But when 
Jeffrey gets sick, Steven's world is turned upside down, and he is forced to deal with his brother's 
illness, his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece, his homework, the band, girls, and 
Dangerous Pie (yes, you'll have to read the book to find out what that is!).  
trailer #1    trailer #2      Author talks about book and playing the drums  

  
HISTORICAL FICTION 

 
Pratchett, Terry 
Dodger  1210L  368 pgs 
Seventeen-year-old Dodger is a "tosher," a sewer scavenger living in Victorian London. When he 
rescues a girl from a beating, his fortunes in life unexpectedly change. He meets Charles Dickens, 
has an encounter with Sweeney Todd, and soon everyone is after Dodger.   
book trailer     author site   
 
Bartoletti, Susan Campbell 
The Boy Who Dared  760L  192 pgs 
In October 1942, seventeen-year-old Helmuth Hubener, imprisoned for distributing anti-Nazi 
leaflets, recalls his past life and how he came to dedicate himself to bring the truth about Hitler 
and the war to the German people.  author talks about book  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBfQJ7L9Ok0
http://www.sophiekinsella.co.uk/index.php
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ol6w8KqgHrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i3fe1WgwR8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aw8c-K0_9Z0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdkDVrt_3D8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d73jFTEQpRY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi8Gfcqg9n8
http://www.terrypratchettbooks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VunoYLVBon0


 
Elliott,L.M 
Under a War-Torn Sky  640L  288 pgs 
When Henry Forrester is shot down during a bombing run over France,the World War II pilot 
finds himself trapped behind enemy lines. In constant danger of discovery by German soldiers, 
Henry begins a remarkable journey to freedom. book trailer    author site  
 
Gratz, Alan 
Prisoner B-3087  760L  272 pgs 
Survive. At any cost. 10 concentration camps. 10 different places where you are starved, tortured, 
and worked mercilessly. It's something no one could imagine surviving. But it is what Yanek 
Gruener has to face.    book trailer   author site  
 
 
Lai, Thanhha 
Inside Out & Back Again  800L  288 pgs 
Inspired by the author's childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon and 
immigrating to Alabama, this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been celebrated for its 
touching child's-eye view of family and immigration. book trailer  author site  
 

Sepetys, Ruta 
Between Shades of Gray  HL490L  352 pgs 
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by 
Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while 
she fights for her life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story 
in a jar on Lithuanian soil. Based on the author's family and includes a historical note.   
book trailer  about the author  

 
Ryan, Pam Munoz 
Echo   680L   592 pages 

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds 
himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica. Decades 
later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania and Ivy in California each become interwoven 
when the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face daunting challenges: 
rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. And ultimately, pulled by the 
invisible thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories converge in an orchestral crescendo.  
book trailer     author site  

 
Woodson, Jacqueline 
Brown Girl Dreaming  
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each place. In 
vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 1960s and 
1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights 
movement. Touching and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each 
line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s eloquent 
poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, despite the fact that she 
struggled with reading as a child.  book review   author site  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sz3kk9eORGQ
http://www.lmelliott.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEX8oeGTvzs
http://www.alangratz.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM
https://www.thanhhalai.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_w1iNkJe4_0
http://rutasepetys.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tW7am_f7K1g
http://www.pammunozryan.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7oMbnbqIZZU
http://www.jacquelinewoodson.com/


 
Burkinshaw, Kathleen 
The Last Cherry Blossom    750L   240 pages 
Yuriko is happy growing up in Hiroshima when it's just her and Papa. But her aunt Kimiko and 
her cousin Genji are living with them now, and the family is only getting bigger with talk of a 
double marriage! And while things are changing at home, the world beyond their doors is even 
more unpredictable. World War II is coming to an end, and Japan's fate is not entirely clear, with 
any battle losses being hidden from its people. Yuriko is used to the sirens and air raid drills, but 
things start to feel more real when the neighbors who have left to fight stop coming home. When 
the atomic bomb hits Hiroshima, it's through Yuriko's twelve-year-old eyes that we witness the 
devastation and horror. This is a story that offers young readers insight into how children lived 
during the war, while also introducing them to Japanese culture.    author site  
 

Polisner, Gae 
The Memory of Things 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, sixteen-year-old Kyle Donohue watches the first twin 
tower come down from the window of Stuyvesant High School. Moments later, terrified and 
fleeing home to safety across the Brooklyn Bridge, he stumbles across a girl perched in the 
shadows, covered in ash, and wearing a pair of costume wings. With his mother and sister in 
California and unable to reach his father, a NYC detective likely on his way to the disaster, Kyle 
makes the split-second decision to bring the girl home. What follows is their story, told in 
alternating points of view, as Kyle tries to unravel the mystery of the girl so he can return her to 
her family. But what if the girl has forgotten everything, even her own name? And what if the 
more Kyle gets to know her, the less he wants her to go home? (Publisher)Author site  

 
ADVENTURE/SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY 

 
Meyer, Marissa 
Cinder:  Book One of the Lunar Chronicles (Any in the series)  790L   448 pgs 
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people, Cinder, a gifted 
mechanic and cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover secrets 
about her past in order to protect the world in this futuristic take on the Cinderella story.   
book trailer    author site  
 
Condie, Ally 
Matched (Any book in the series)   H/L680L   416 pgs 
All her life, Cassia has never had a choice. The Society dictates everything: when and how to play, 
where to work, where to live, what to eat and wear, when to die, and most importantly to Cassia as 
she turns 17, who to marry. When she is matched with her best friend Xander, things couldn't be 
more perfect. But why did her neighbor Ky's face show up on her match disk as  
           well?    book trailer    author site  
 
Henry, April  
Girl, Stolen  700L  240 pgs 
When an impulsive carjacking turns into a kidnapping, Griffin, a high school dropout, finds 
himself more in sympathy with his wealthy, blind victim, sixteen-year-old Cheyenne, than with 
his greedy father.  book trailer   Author site  
 
 

http://kathleenburkinshaw.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=at2LefIbqWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pXrMAFGWyuE
http://www.marissameyer.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xaeNWL8rlBI
http://allycondie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MSZ92Hap9hE
http://www.aprilhenrymysteries.com/


 
Lu, Marie 
Legend (Any book in the series) 710L  305 pgs 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a 
famous criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they 
have a common enemy.   book trailer    the series  
 
Mulligan, Andy 
Trash  860L  211 pgs 
A group of fourteen-year-old boys, who make a living picking garbage from the outskirts of a 
large city, finds something special and mysterious that brings terrifying consequences.  
book trailer  author talks about book   
 
Pfeffer, Marybeth 
Life as We Knew It (Any book in the series) 770L  352 pgs 
Through journal entries, sixteen-year-old Miranda describes her family's struggle to survive after a 
meteor hits the moon, causing worldwide tsunamis, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.  
book trailer  
 
Riggs, Ransom 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children (Any book in the series)  890L  352 pgs 
A mysterious island.    A n abandoned orphanage.     A  strange collection of very curious 

photographs.    
It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children, an unforgettable 
novel that mixes fiction and photography in a thrilling reading experience.  
book trailer    author site  

 
 
Westerfeld, Scott 
Leviathan (Any book in the series)  790L  464 pgs 
In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the Clanker 
Powers who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery, forms an uneasy 
alliance with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air Service, is learning to fly 
genetically-engineered beasts.   book trailer     author site  
 
Ritter, William 
Jackaby     920L  304 pgs 
Newly arrived in New Fiddleham, New England, 1892, and in need of a job, Abigail Rook meets 
R. F. Jackaby, an investigator of the unexplained with a keen eye for the extraordinary--including 
the ability to see supernatural beings. Abigail has a gift for noticing ordinary but important 
details, which makes her perfect for the position of Jackaby’s assistant. On her first day, Abigail 
finds herself in the midst of a thrilling case: A serial killer is on the loose. The police are 
convinced it’s an ordinary villain, but Jackaby is certain the foul deeds are the work of the kind of 
creature whose very existence the local authorities...seem adamant to deny.  book trailer 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nYHZQihZxIc
http://www.legendtheseries.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Po4kRYWzebQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-MdZqZrlOVk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybJ-ipZqnTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWrNyVhSJUU
http://www.ransomriggs.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PYiw5vkQFPw
http://scottwesterfeld.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZsgxW-1WbM


 
Dashner, James 

Eye of Minds  790L   320 pages  
The VirtNet offers total mind and body immersion, and the more hacking skills you have, the 
more fun it is. Why bother following the rules when it’s so easy to break them? But some rules 
were made for a reason. Some technology is too dangerous to fool with. And one gamer has been 
doing exactly that, with murderous results. The government knows that to catch a hacker, you 
need a hacker. And they’ve been watching Michael. If he accepts their challenge, Michael will 
need to go off the VirtNet grid, to the back alleys and corners of the system human eyes have 
never seen—and it’s possible that the line between game and reality will be blurred forever.   
book trailer   author site 
 

Paige, Danielle 
Dorothy Must Die  HL720L   464 pages   

I didn't ask for any of this. I didn't ask to be some kind of hero. But when your whole life gets 
swept up by a tornado—taking you with it—you have no choice but to go along, you know? Sure, 
I've read the books. I've seen the movies. I know the song about the rainbow and the happy little 
bluebirds. But I never expected Oz to look like this. To be a place where Good Witches can't be 
trusted, Wicked Witches may just be the good guys, and winged monkeys can be executed for 
acts of rebellion. There's still a road of yellow brick—but even that's crumbling. What happened? 
Dorothy. They say she found a way to come back to Oz. They say she seized power and the 
power went to her head. And now no one is safe. My name is Amy Gumm—and I'm the other girl 
from Kansas. I've been recruited by the Revolutionary Order of the Wicked. I've been trained to 
fight. And I have a mission: Remove the Tin Woodman's heart. Steal the Scarecrow's brain. Take 
the Lion's courage. And—Dorothy must die.     book trailer    author site  

 
Aveyard, Victoria 
Red Queen  HL740L 388 pages  

Mare Barrow’s world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-
blooded elite, who are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a 
poor, rural village, until a twist of fate throws her in front of the Silver court. There, before the 
king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has an ability of her own. To cover up this 
impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost Silver princess, and betroths her to one 
of his own sons. As Mare is drawn further into the Silver world, she risks everything and uses her 
new position to help the Scarlet Guard, a growing Red rebellion, even as her heart tugs her in an 
impossible direction. One wrong move can lead to her death. 
book trailer      What you need to know about Red Queen      about the author  

 
 
Dashner, James 
The Maze Runner HL770L  384 pages 
When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by 
strangers—boys whose memories are also gone. Outside the towering stone walls that surround 
them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s ever made it through   
alive. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying:Remember. 

         Survive. Run.    book trailer     author site  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Gy2dEos8M8
http://www.jamesdashner.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RbKJoaSWAFc
http://daniellepaigebooks.com/faq/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8UbsNfwkZwk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FKjg5Jz9Reo
https://www.victoriaaveyard.com/about
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v325lMtHgEI
http://www.jamesdashner.com/about-james-dashner/


 
NONFICTION 

 
St. John, Warren      980L  240 pgs 
Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team That Changed a Town (young adult) 
The extraordinary tale of a refugee youth soccer team and the transformation of a small American 
town. Clarkston, Georgia, was a typical Southern town until it was designated a refugee 
settlement center in the 1990s, becoming the first American home for scores of families in flight 
from the world’s war zones—from Liberia and Sudan to Iraq and Afghanistan. Suddenly 
Clarkston’s streets were filled with women wearing the hijab, the smells of cumin and curry, and 
kids of all colors playing soccer in any open space they could find. The town also became home 
to Luma Mufleh, an American-educated Jordanian woman who founded a youth soccer team to 
unify Clarkston refugee children and keep them off the streets.  book trailer    ESPN news clip 

 
Van Wagenen, Maya 
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek   730L  272 pgs 
Stuck near the bottom of the social ladder at "pretty much the lowest level of people at school 
who aren't paid to be here," Maya has never been popular. But before starting eighth grade, she 
decides to begin a unique social experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity 
guide written by former teen model Betty Cornell. The real-life results are hilarious, painful, and 
filled with unexpected surprises. Told with  humor and grace, Maya’s teenage  memoir offers 
readers of all ages a thoroughly contemporary example of kindness and self-confidence, along 
with a better understanding of what it means to be popular.  

              book trailer      author answering questions  
 
Hoose, Phillip 
The Boys Who Challenged Hitler   970L 208 pgs 

At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his 
nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of 
schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club 
after the fiery British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless acts of  
sabotage, infuriating the Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But 
their efforts were not in vain: the boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-
blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his own narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, 
here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young war heroes.    book trailer  

 

Bragg, Georgia 
How They Croaked : The Awful Ends of the Awfully Famous   950L  192 pgs 
Over the course of history men and women have lived and died. In fact, getting sick and dying can 
be a big, ugly mess-especially before the modern medical care that we all enjoy today. How They 
Croaked relays all the gory details of how nineteen world figures gave up the ghost. Readers will 
be fascinated well past the final curtain, and feel lucky to live in a world with painkillers, X-rays, 
soap, and 911.     book trailer     about the author 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUA46nSSWK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4CMvOp8Auc4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ql_5Jhbu57w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57J7Wk26MB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjkJfhUOfAg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_g1DKSH6T8


Schlosser, Eric 
Chew On This 1110L  304 pgs 
A look at fast food, what's in it, how it's made, and what it does to our bodies. 
In the New York Times bestseller Chew on This, Eric Schlosser and Charles Wilson unwrap the 
fast-food industry to bring you a behind-the-scenes look at a business that both feeds and feeds off 
the young. Find out what really goes on at your favorite restaurants—and what lurks between those 
sesame seed buns.   book trailer  

 
Sheinkin, Steve 
Bomb  920L  272 pgs 
Examines the history of the atomic bomb, discussing the discovery of the behavior of uranium 
when placed next to radioactive material, the race to build a bomb, and the impact of the weapon 
on societies around the world.   book trailer    about the author  
 
 
Stone, Tanya Lee 
Courage Has No Color  1090L  148 pgs 
World War II is raging, and thousands of American soldiers are fighting overseas against the 
injustices brought on by Hitler. Back on the homefront, discrimination against African Americans 
plays out as much on Main Street as in the military. Tanya Lee Stone examines the little-known 
history of the Triple Nickles, America's first black paratroopers, who fought in an  attack on the 

          American West by the  Japanese.  book trailer   about the author  
 
Gonzales, Andrea & Houser, Sophie 

Girl Code  1030L  273 pages  
Through the success of their video game, Andy and Sophie got unprecedented access to some of 
the biggest startups and tech companies, and now they’re sharing what they’ve seen. Their video 
game and their commitment to inspiring young women have been covered by the Huffington 
Post, Buzzfeed, CNN, Teen Vogue, and the Today show. Perfect for aspiring coders everywhere, 
Girl Code is the story of two teenage tech phenoms who met at Girls Who Code summer camp, 
teamed up to create a viral video game, and ended up becoming world famous.    
authors talk about their book (preview before showing-mature content)   Website  

 
Lee, Sungju 

Every Falling Star   880L  314 pages   
Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North Korea to a young audience, is 
the intense memoir of a North Korean boy named Sungju who is forced at age twelve to live on 
the streets and fend for himself. To survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by thieving, fighting, 
begging, and stealing rides on cargo trains. Sungju richly re-creates his scabrous story, depicting 
what it was like for a boy alone to create a new family with his gang, his “brothers”; to be hungry 
and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even execution. This riveting memoir allows young readers 
to learn about other cultures where freedoms they take for granted do not exist.   
author speaks about their book  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qWQ96uP5AU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIiTb55PdIA
http://stevesheinkin.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blaSF12VKBE
http://www.tanyastone.com/bio.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uubiZQYQ0U
https://www.girlcodethebook.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4jaa2sTelk4


 
Williams, Dinah 
Terrible But True  192 pages 

Think American history is all boring battles and snooze-worthy old dudes? Think again! 
Welcome to Terrible But True, where you'll dig deep into America's forgotten past to uncover 
some creepy, disgusting, and just plain bizarre stories. From America's first serial killers and 
deadly vampire-like diseases to haunted ghost ships and vicious river pirates, our nation's history 
is weirder than you could have ever imagined. So dive in and prepare to be shocked, because 
sometimes the truth is even stranger than fiction. No trailer found. 

 
 
Olson, Tod 
Lost in the Pacific 880L 176 pages 

World War II, October 21, 1942. A B-17 bomber drones high over the Pacific Ocean, sending a 
desperate SOS into the air. The crew is carrying America's greatest living war hero on a secret 
mission deep into the battle zone. But the plane is lost, burning through its final gallons of fuel. 
At 1:30 p.m., there is only one choice left: an emergency landing at sea. If the crew survives the 
impact, they will be left stranded without food or water hundreds of miles from civilization. Eight 
men. Three inflatable rafts. Sixty-eight million square miles of ocean. What will it take to make it 
back alive?  book trailer  about the author  
 

Howard, Tim 
The Keeper  700L  288 pages  

In this heartwarming and candid memoir, US national soccer team goalkeeper Tim Howard opens 
up for the first time about how a hyperactive kid from New Jersey with Tourette Syndrome defied 
the odds to become one of the world's premier goalkeepers. After a successful seventeen-year 
professional soccer career, Howard became an overnight star during the 2014 World Cup in 
Brazil. His heroic performance in the game for the United States against Belgium, in which he 
saved an astonishing fifteen shots—the most for any goalkeeper in a World Cup game—made 
him a household name as well as a trending internet meme. In the course of 120 minutes, Howard 
went from a player known mainly by soccer fans to an American icon, loved by millions for his 
dependability, daring, and humility.  book trailer  

 
Blumenthal, Karen 
Steve Jobs  1110L  320 pages   

From the start, his path was never predictable. Steve Jobs was given up for adoption at birth, 
dropped out of college after one semester, and at the age of twenty, created Apple in his parents' 
garage with his friend Steve Wozniak. Then came the core and hallmark of his genius--his 
exacting moderation for perfection, his counterculture life approach, and his level of taste and 
style that pushed all boundaries. A devoted husband, father, and Buddhist, he battled cancer for 
over a decade, became the ultimate CEO, and made the world want every product he touched.   
book trailer    about the author  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9Cn4WXS6xk
http://todolson.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0m3QbY4mHpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZi6PMYDQEo
http://www.karenblumenthal.com/about/about.html


GRAPHIC NOVEL 
Yang, Gene Luen 
Secret Coders  91 pages  
Welcome to Stately Academy, a school which is just crawling with mysteries to be solved! The 
founder of the school left many clues and puzzles to challenge his enterprising students. Using 
their wits and their growing prowess with coding, Hopper and her friend Eni are going to solve the 
mystery of Stately Academy no matter what it takes!   book trailer  
 

Gulledge, Laura Lee 
Page by Paige 192 pages  

Paige Turner has just moved to New York with her family, and she's having some trouble 
adjusting to the big city. In the pages of her sketchbook, she tries to make sense of her new life, 
including trying out her secret identity: artist. As she makes friends and starts to explore the city, 
she slowly brings her secret identity out into the open, a process that is equal parts terrifying and 
rewarding.   book trailer    about the author  

 
Lu, Marie 
Legend  160 pages  

Born into an elite family in one of the Republic's wealthiest districts, fifteen-year-old June is a 
military prodigy. Born into the slums of the Republic’s Lake Sector, fifteen-year-old Day is the 
country’s most wanted criminal. But his motives are not as sinister as they often they seem. One 
day June’s brother is murdered and Day becomes the prime suspect. Now, Day is in a race for his 
family’s survival, while June tries desperately to avenge her brother’s death. And the two uncover 
the truth of what has really brought them together and the lengths their country will go to in order 
to keep its secrets.  See trailer above. 

 
Riggs, Ransom 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children   272 pages 
When Jacob Portman was a boy, his grandfather regaled him with stories of his fantastic life at 
Miss Peregrine's home during the Second World War, even sharing photos of the remarkable 
children with whom he resided. As Jacob grew up, though, he decided that these photos were 
obvious fakes, simple forgeries designed to stir up his youthful imagination. Or were they...? 
Following his grandfather's death - a scene Jacob literally couldn't believe with his own eyes - the 
sixteen-year-old boy embarks on a mission to disentangle fact from fiction in his grandfather's tall 
tales. But even his grandfather's elaborate yarns couldn't prepare Jacob for the eccentricities he 
will discover at Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar Children!  See trailer above. 

 
Stevenson, Noelle 
Lumberjanes 128 pages   
At Miss Qiunzella Thiskwin Penniquiqul Thistle Crumpet's Camp for Hardcore Lady Types, 
things are not what they seem. Three-eyed foxes. Secret caves. Anagrams! Luckily, Jo, April, 
Mal, Molly, and Ripley are five rad, butt-kicking best pals determined to have an awesome 
summer together...and they're not gonna let a magical quest or an array of supernatural critters get 
in their way! The mystery keeps getting bigger, and it all begins here. Presented as the 
Lumberjanes Field Manual featuring a cover gallery and early character designs by Noelle 
Stevenson and Brooke Allen.  book review  
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e8UYLWnehM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jcfHc-g12n4
http://www.whoislauralee.com/bio.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0ZJ_m8-mzk


 
Faulkner, Matt 
Gaijin: American Prisoner of War    144 pgs 
With a white mother and a Japanese father, Koji Miyamoto quickly realizes that his home in San 
Francisco is no longer a welcoming one after Pearl Harbor is attacked. And once he's sent to an 
internment camp, he learns that being half white at the camp is just as difficult as being half 
Japanese on the streets of an American city during WWII. book trailer  

 
 CLASSICS 

Louisa May Alcott 
Little Women  750L  345 pgs 
Little Women chronicles the joys and sorrows of the four March sisters as they grow into young 
ladies in nineteenth-century New England.   
book trailer 
 
 
Daniel Defoe 
Robinson Crusoe   920L  260 pgs 
Robinson Crusoe, set ashore on an island after a terrible storm at sea, is forced to make do with 
only a knife, some tobacco, and a pipe. He learns how to build a canoe, make bread, and endure 
endless solitude. That is, until, twenty-four years later, when he confronts another human being. 
 book trailer  
 
Betty Smith 
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn  810L  432 pgs 
A poignant tale of childhood and the ties of family, "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn" will transport the 
reader to the early 1900’s where a little girl named Francie dreamily looks out her window at a 
tree struggling to reach the sky.    book trailer  
 
J.R.R. Tolkien 
The Lord of the Rings (series)   860L-920L   
First in the trilogy which tells of the quest undertaken by the hobbit Frodo and his companions to 
journey across Middle-earth and cast the evil One Ring, into the Cracks of Doom.   
book trailer  
 
 
Mark Twain 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer  930L  224 pgs 
This childhood classic relates a small-town boy's pranks and escapades with timeless humor and 
wisdom. In addition to his everyday stunts (searching for buried treasure, trying to impress the 
adored Becky Thatcher), Tom experiences a dramatic turn of events when he witnesses a murder, 
runs away, and returns to attend his own funeral and testify in court.   book trailer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFAv9z4-fMg
http://www.schooltube.com/video/4ca399b685dd7783e9eb/Book-Trailers
http://www.schooltube.com/video/67377fa59ab3f6222334/Robinson%20Crusoe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8zIAOLyxEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ulI33Kxt3Vo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fip8Ivbbgbk


OTHER BOOK AND AUTHOR SUGGESTIONS 
No trailers yet 

 
Divergent series by Veronica Roth 
Caraval series by Stephanie Garber 
Crossover / Booked by Kwame Alexander 
Love & Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch 
The Bridge from Me to You by Lisa Schroeder 
Ignite Your Spark by Patricia Wooster 
The Stars Beneath our Feet by David Barclay Moore 
The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 
Fire & Flood / Salt & Stone by Victoria Scott 
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
Piecing Me Together by Renée Watson 
Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom by Lynda Blackmon Lowery 
Navy Seal Dogs by Mike Ritland 
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